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Railroads in the Age of Steam

Rallroading has been called “the biggest bus-
iness of 18th-century America.” Animal- and
gravity-powered rail transpon had been used
by quarry companies In Massachusstts and
eisewhere in the Northaast since the early

ed States quickly adopted the
ay once reliable locomotives suit-
ed to long-distance public transportation
were available. After 1830 and the creation of
better locomotive types, milroad investment
in both Great Britain and the United States
accelerated almost simultaneously, Britain
first true public steam railway, the Liverpoal &
Manchester, began operations in 1830, as did
the first such American rallway, the South
Carolina Railroad

in the 1830s and "40s America’s raflroads
wore small private affairs of limited milsage
scattersd along the ntic saaboard from
Maine to Georgia, with a few
companies pus
ns. By 1852, thanks to merchants
demanding faster and more reliable means of
transporting their goods, mora than 9,000
mites of track had been laid, mastly in the

New England and Middie Atlantic states. Dur
ing the next decade, American rallroads graw
into a coordinated iron network of more than
40,000 miles serving all the states east of the
Mississippi River

Railroad construction slowed during the Civil
War (the first American conflict in which rail-
roads played & major role as movers of
troops and supplies) but resumed on a large
scale immediately afterward. By 1880 the
United States had 94,000 miles of track bind-
ing the country together; 20 years later it had
193,000, By the end of Workd War | in 1918,
the country could boast more than 254,000
miles of track and 65,000 steam locomati,

Aa the railroads expanded, so did the courn-

v. Batween the Civil War and World War |,
the United States was transformed from an
agricultural to a manufacturing ration, thanks
largety to the rafiroads. They brought raw
terials like coal, ron are, and catton to
the factorles and camed away steal, machines,
cloth, and other finished products, Th
maoved vestock, grain, and produce from

i

roads were hauling less fraight, had
reduced passenger service, and aban-
doned some lines altogether. By then the
railroads themselves had undergone dra-
matic changes, beginning in 1925 with tha
introduction of the diesel-electric angine.
Within 15 years, t
Its great reduction in labor need:
ational flexsbility, and ils relative claanii-
ness, had replaced the cos ming steam
locomotive. Fortunately, because of
places ke »wn National Historic
Site and other museums, the contributions
to the development of
ver be forgotten
fies of the men and
n the yards, round-
on the trains will
& generations.

farmes to the cities. And they carmiid pao
everywhere. Mos! of the immigrants w
tled in Pennsylvania's Lackawanna' Vi
traveled thera by train, just like the ami
who settled Minnesota, the Dakotas, b
ka, and Kansas in the 1870s and ‘80

The rafiroads shortened the time it took ¢
vel gre stances, thus bringing
ser together, In 1812, for example
from Pittsburgh to Philadelphia took six
by stagecoach. In 1854 the sama jou
took 15 hours by train. By 1920 the &
down to five hours. Rall delveries of
and passengers ware generally faster
maora refiable than those by stagecos
on, steambaoat, or canal packet, The r
drove many canal companies out of
and lured away most potential passes
from riverboats and stagecoach lin

houses, and statio
be preserved for ful

Until the end of World War |, rail
fed the bulk of all freight and
iy faced
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DLAW

The DL&W Railroad and the Evolution of the Railroad Yard

I the last quarter of the 18th century and the  combined through mergers, consolidations,
first quarter of the 20th, the Delaware, Lack- and leases. It was created in 1 by George of the 1
awanna & Westemn Railroad v il Seldon Scranton ffor whom the city of

came o the United States during the last halt
antury. The Scranton rairoad
yard, now the home of Stsamtown National

a major car

rier of anthracie, the hard, clean-burning coal  Scranton |s named), who were seeking an Historic Site, is ropresentative of 20th-century
found in abundance in northeastem Pennsyl aconomical way of hauling their iron prod. steam-era faciities that wera usad for the
vania. The popularity of anthracite not onty ucts, particularly T-ralls used in the construc-  handling of coal, freight, and passenger traffic
spurred the growth and expansion of the ticn of raiiroads. The Scrantons formed the and the s g and repair of locomal

DLEW but also the four othar major railroads DLAW by jaining three ralroads—the Cayuga
that ran through Scranton: the Cantral of New & Susquehanna, the Lackawanna & Weslem Scranton's economic fortunes followed those
Jersay, the Delaware Hudson, the Erie, ormerly the Leggett's Gap Rallroad) and the of the DLAW and began to decling in the
and the New York, Ontario and Western. The Delaware & Cobb's Gap. At its height the 19203 when the demand for anthracite coal
Lackawanna and Wyoming Valley Rallroad, DLAW operated on about 1,000 mil ! started to subside. By the 1930s and 1940s
an alectric shortfine, began operating in 1803, mainline and branch track between Hoboken,  gas and oll were replacing coal as a home
It served local passenger and freight needs and mdustrial fuel. The DLEAW began using
Coal and rallroads created a huge industrial ol locomotives, reducing the need for
complex in the Lackawanna and Wyoming en further, The stear
shop in Scranton closed in

yhvana was a “malting
Thanks largaly to Wiltiam H. Trues- pot” for immigrants who @ the | -
o the DLAW's president from 1890 to awanna and Wyoming vallays as the place to
1925, the raflroad was operated with excep- make a better life for them: s and their
families. Those who settie the Scranton he Erie Railroad, to bec
area—some 30 ath Dups—sought Erie-Lackawanna. The yard was finally
employment in 5, iron and steel facto- by Conrail in WBC following its 1876 =
rigs, coal mines, an liroads. At its = kawanna Ra;
peak the milroad yard employed sevesal functions have baen restors
thousand work stly Immigrants and thae al Park Service stalf to
and grands immigrants, who 5 when raiiroads ran on st

49, N“ Ay
of the yard were shut down In tha

e the DLAW merged with its
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